
Week 1 

Topic: Drama 

Content 

• Meaning of drama 
• Types of dram 
• Literary terms in drama 

Meaning of drama 

Drama is a general name for that genre of literature which concerns itself with the dramatization of 
experience. It is an exciting, emotional, or unexpected series of events or set of circumstances. It is a 
representative of human action 

A person who writes drama is play wright. 

Types of drama 

1. Comedy: This refers to a drama as opposed to tragedy, usually provoking a light 
atmosphere  and which after ends on a happy note 

2. Tragedy: This is often regarded as the opposite of comedy. It is a drama from whose 
atmosphere is usually serious and tense and ends with an unhappy ending. In most cases it 
involves death. 

3. Tragi-comedy: It is a play which harbors both elements of tragedy and comedy and 
often ends on happy note. 

4. Farce: It is a comic drama with no seriousness; it is extremely humorous and often with a 
very ridiculous characters 

5. Melodrama: It is often refers to as a tragic farce, especially when a tragedy lacks a 
sense of cunningness. It is a drama that has a simple conflict typically between an all-good 
hero and all evil villain 

6. Monodrama/Monologue: It refers to a dramatic action or speech rendered by only 
one character who enacts the presence of other character even as they are not there 

Literary terms in drama 

1. Theatre : The word theatre have several meaning . In one of its meaning;it refers to the work 
of writing, producing and acting in place 

2. Plot: plot refers to the scene of event and the interrelationship between the main event which 
form the structure of the play. 

3. Setting: It refers to a play, time , scene of a cinema 



4. Characters: These are list of people that act in a play and which are the actor and actress 
5. Flashback: It is a requisite use to remember a play 
6. Mime: It is a type of play use to communicate with the audience. the theatrical technique of 

suggesting action, character, or emotion without words, using only gesture, expression, and 
movement 

7. Audience: They are people who watch the actors and actresses as they act 
8. Tragic hero: A tragic hero is a character whose flaws combined with external forces lead to 

his suffering or downfall, such flaws are called tragic flaws. 

	


